
 

English Language Proficiency 
Senior Secondary Study Criteria 

 
Table 1:  English Speaking Countries 

COUNTRY NAME OF 
QUALIFICATION 

MINIMUM REQUIRED 
STANDARD 

Australia, Canada; 
Ireland; New Zealand; 
South Arica, United 
Kingdom (including 
Northern Ireland); United 
States of America 

Senior Secondary Study Pass or higher  

International Baccalaureate 
(IB) 

American Samoa; 
Botswana; Fiji; Ghana; 
Guyana; Jamaica; Kenya; 
Lesotho; Liberia; Nigeria; 
Papua New Guinea; 
Singapore; Solomon 
Islands; Tonga Trinidad 
and Tobago; Zambia; 
Zimbabwe 

Senior Secondary Study Pass or higher and the 
language of instruction 
and examination was 
English 

International 
Baccalaureate (IB) 

 
Table 2:  Non-English Speaking Countries 

COUNTRY NAME OF 
QUALIFICATION 

MINIMUM REQUIRED 
STANDARD 

AUSTRIA Austrian Maturity 
Certificate 

GPS of 2 in English from 
the last three years of 
Austrian High School 
Diploma 

DENMARK Senior High School 
(Studentereksamen) 

Grade of 7 in English A or 
Grade of 10 in English B 

FINLAND Upper Secondary School Overall score of 6 in the 
Upper Secondary School 
(Ylioppilastutkinto) exam 
and Score of 8 in English 
A in Upper Secondary 
School exam 



 

COUNTRY NAME OF 
QUALIFICATION 

MINIMUM REQUIRED 
STANDARD 

GERMANY Abitur (Senior High 
School Diploma) 

‘4’ result in English in at 
least one of the three 
years of Senior High 
School. 

GERMANY Deutscher Akademischer 
Austauschdienst (DAAD) 

‘B’ result in all four bands 
of DAAD Language 
Certificate test. (prior to 
2015) 

‘B2’ (4star) result in all 
three bands of the DAAD 
Language Certificate (post 
2015) 

HONG KONG Hong Kong Advanced 
Level Examination 
(HKALE) 

Overall C pass, C pass in 
Use of English 

Hong Kong Diploma of 
Secondary Education 
(HKDSE) 

Level 3 in English 

INDIA Central Board of 
Secondary Education 
(CBSE) 

70% or above in Year 12 
English 

MALAYSIA Sijil Tinggi Persekolahan 
Malaysia (STPM) 

C pass in 914/920 English 

Sijil Pelajaran Malaysia 
(SPM)  

Grade C Cambridge 
English Language 1119 
for IELTS 5.5 no band 
less than 5 

NETHERLANDS Dutch Diploma of Pre-
University Education 
(VWO or HAVO) 

HAVO with 7 or higher 

VWO with 6 or higher 

NORWAY High School 
DiplomaVitnemal Senior  

4' result in English in at 
least one of the three 
years of Senior High 
School 

SINGAPORE Management 
Development 

Advanced Module A2 
Grade A-C Certificate 



 

COUNTRY NAME OF 
QUALIFICATION 

MINIMUM REQUIRED 
STANDARD 

Institute of 
Singapore 
Professional 
Certificate in English 
(PCIE) 

Advanced Module A2 
Grade D Certificate 
6.0 overall (Min. 5.5 in 
each subtest) 

SWEDEN Slutbetyg C in English A or B 
 

Table 3:  International Baccalaureate (IB) 

COUNTRY MINIMUM REQUIRED 
STANDARD 

Any country where language of instruction and 
examination was English and one of the grades set out in 
this table was achieved. 

Minimum grade of 5 in English B 
(higher level) 

Minimum grade of 4 in English 
A1 or A2 (higher/standard 
levels) 

Language A: Literature, 
Standard Level (SL) or Higher 
Level (HL), Minimum of Grade 4 

Language A: Language and 
Literature, Standard Level (SL) 
or Higher Level (HL), Minimum 
of Grade 4 

Language A: Literature and 
performance, Standard Level 
(SL), Minimum of Grade 4 

English B: Higher Level (HL), 
Minimum Grade of 5 

 


